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UT Rio Grande Valley President Guy 
Bailey says he wants to have an approved 
tuition and fees plan and most of the 
hiring completed for the new university 
by the end of February.
Bailey had planned to complete the 
hiring process before the holidays 
but complications with getting 
administrators in place delayed 
the procedure. 
“The biggest thing is 
that it’s very hard for us to 
move over the two different 
universities that have 
different classification 
Bailey: Most hiring to be completed by Feb.
Regents to consider UTRGV tuition and fees plan next month
Jesus Sanchez
COLLEGIAN EDITOR
systems and different pay systems,” 
Bailey told The Collegian Wednesday via 
telephone. “For example, it was real easy 
to move over groundskeepers because, 
you know, they were the same in both 
institutions.”
However, the hiring of the tenure-
track faculty has already been finished 
and phase two, which involves the hiring 
of lecturers and critical faculty, has been 
completed as well.
“That’s probably, I don’t know, 700 to 
800 people,” Bailey said. “The staff hiring, 
some of it is complete. It’s in progress 
right now. We’ve completed certain areas 
like physical plant, maintenance and 
police.”
Although it is unclear exactly how 
many faculty and staff will be hired 
because of new positions, Bailey said that 
probably around 2,500 to 3,000 faculty 
and staff members will be employed.
The UTRGV Tuition and Fees Task 
Force and Bailey are working on a 
tuition and fees plan to present to the UT 
System board of regents during its Feb. 
11 meeting in Austin.
Bailey said he and the tuition and fees 
task force want to accomplish four things. 
“First of all, we’re trying to keep them 
affordable and prevent any tuition 
that is going to make it difficult for our 
students,” he said. “The second thing is 
that we’re trying to eliminate as many 
fees as possible.” 
He said the third thing they want 
to accomplish is to have the tuition 
and fees per credit hour capped at 12 
hours. Different universities in Texas 
use that strategy to encourage students 
to take more than 12 credit hours at no 
additional cost.
The reason behind the “12-hour 
cap” strategy, according to Bailey, is 
to try to get students to enroll in more 
classes and graduate in time with fewer 
complications. 
“The other thing we want to do is we’re 
trying to come up with a plan so that 
we can guarantee the same tuition and 
fees throughout all four years,” he said. 
“When you start as a freshman you’ll 
know that that’s what you’ll be paying 
over the next four years. I want complete 
predictability.”
Bailey’s target enrollment goal for 
UTRGV when it opens in Fall 2015 is 
about 28,000 students.
“This is just looking at the current 
enrollment of the two institutions,” 
Bailey said, referring to UT Brownsville 
and UT Pan American, which are being 
consolidated into UTRGV. “We could be 
a little more or a little less.”
UT Brownsville Athletics Director and 
Head Volleyball Coach Todd Lowery has 
officially been appointed to lead the UT 
Rio Grande Valley volleyball program as 
its new head coach.
“I looked at some offers,” Lowery said 
Friday in an interview with The Collegian. 
“I just really felt that if the opportunity to 
stay here in the Valley presented itself, 
it would be something I really wanted to 
do. But I’m also up for the challenge.”
Lowery’s appointment was announced 
Friday morning by Havidán Rodríguez, 
interim president of UT Pan American 
and provost of UTRGV, during UT 
Brownsville’s Convocation. 
For 13 years, Lowery has been a 
part of the National Association of 
Intercollegiate Athletics, six with UTB 
(2009-14). UTRGV will be an NCAA 
Division I program.
Lowery will resign from UTB on Jan. 
31 and join UT Pan American Feb. 1 as 
the new head volleyball coach for the rest 
of the spring semester.
The contract for Brian Yale, who 
served as UTPA head volleyball coach, 
was not renewed at the end of December, 
according to the UTPA athletics web page. 
Yale served as UTPA’s head volleyball 
coach for four years and compiled an 
overall record of 37-86.
In his career in the NAIA, Lowery has 
won four national championships (2002, 
2006, 2011, and 2013) and has a career 
record of 416-36.
Asked about his goals for the UTRGV 
Volleyball Team, Lowery replied, “We 
have to find a way to start climbing out of 
the bottom half of the [Western Athletic 
Conference] first. That’s going to be our 
goal first, to start moving into the top half 







A Vera Construction worker removes the facade of a column Thursday in the Student Union veranda 
as part of a preliminary investigation before the start of a roof and better repair project, according 
to Abraham Hernandez, UT Brownsville director of Facilities Maintenance. Workers are testing 
samples for any hidden damage that might need to be addressed. Alpha Building Corp. is in charge 
of the project, Hernandez said.
Student Union checkup
Two students reported being sexually 
assaulted in the Casa Bella student 
housing complex on Nov. 22 and Jan. 2, 
University Police say.
No arrests have been made in either 
incident, University Police Det. Tirso 
Cruz told The Collegian on Thursday.
According to the department’s 
crime log dated Nov. 25, a student was 
returning from a get-together with 
friends off campus where she consumed 
alcohol. When the student returned to 
her Casa Bella apartment, a man asked 
if he could stay in her room, where the 
alleged sexual assault occurred.
University Police officers collected 
evidence from the victim at the scene and 
she was later escorted to Valley Baptist 
Medical Center to be examined by a 
sexual assault nurse examiner. 
The University of Texas Pan American 
Police Department confirmed the suspect 
is a UTPA student, according to the log. 
On Jan. 2, University Police received 
a call from the Brownsville Police 
Two sexual assaults reported
University Police are investigating 
Kaila Contreras
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Department regarding an alleged sexual 
assault that also occurred at Casa Bella. 
A University Police officer called the 
woman and asked if she would like to 
file a report. She refused to meet with 
an officer because she wanted to be 
examined by a physician. The woman 
said she would contact University Police 
on Jan. 5 to file the report. 
 UT Brownsville Dean of Students 
Doug Stoves said both cases are under 
investigation. 
“If a student finds themselves in a case 
of sexual assault, they have multiple 
options available to them,” Stoves said. 
“They could make no report, which I 
don’t encourage. They can come in and 
make an unofficial report; they can come 
in and make an anonymous report. They 
can choose to pursue it criminally [or] 
they can pursue it only here on campus. 
It’s totally up to the person how they 
want to proceed in that.” 
Stoves said even though a student 
doesn’t file a report, the university still 
puts the case under investigation and it 
would be considered a Title IX case that 
will be investigated by the university. 
Title IX investigations need to be resolved 
in 60 days.
Title IX, a federal law that protects 
people from discrimination based on 
sex in education programs and activities 
that receive federal financial assistance, 
requires colleges and universities to 
fight against gender-based violence and 
harassment to make sure all students 
have equal access to education, according 
to the National Center for Education 
Statistics website (www.nces.ed.gov).
“Whether it’s stalking, sexual 
harassment and that’s whether it’s 
student on student, staff on student, 
staff on staff, we have an obligation to 
investigate all those things,” Stoves said.
Asked how the university is trying 
to prevent and bring awareness of 
sexual assault, Stoves replied that Casa 
Bella has had several programs for its 
residents and the rest of the campus and 
had organizations such as Friendship of 
Women Inc. come to campus.
“As you increase awareness, you 
increase reporting,” he said. “I would 
rather have it, even if it’s an anonymous 
report. I want it reported because it’s 
important for us to understand what’s 
happening on our campus.”
on campus2 The CollegianMonday, January 12, 2015
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The following are among the incidents reported to University Police between Dec. 2 and 9.
UT Brownsville’s fifth annual Martin 
Luther King Day of Service starts at 8 
a.m. Jan. 19 on the Student Union Lawn 
and the campus community is welcome 
to participate.
Volunteers are asked to register before 
the event at utb.edu/mlkday. The website 
shows a number of projects in which to 
participate. 
The 25 organizations seeking 
volunteers include the Brownsville 
Food Bank, Goodwill, Spanish Meadows 
Nursing Center, Tip of Texas Family 
Outreach, Moody Clinic, Brownsville 
Museum of Fine Art, Brownsville/ 
South Padre Island Airport, Gladys 
Porter Zoo, Keep Brownsville Beautiful: 
Bike Barn and Butterfly Garden and 
Keep Brownsville Beautiful: Downtown 
Graffiti among more. 
The goal is to have 1,000 volunteers. 
“Those volunteers are going to come 
from a variety of places. They are going 
to come from our student clubs and 
organizations,” said Heather Olague, 
director of Student Engagement. “They 
are going to come from our faculty, staff, 
from the community.”
Olague said the university wants to 
embrace the meaning of the holiday.
“It was never to have a day off; the sole 
purpose was to recognize Martin Luther 
King and all of his amazing work,” she 
said of the late civil rights leader.
In service to others
Campus encouraged to volunteer on MLK Day
Monica Gudiño
THE COLLEGIAN
UT Brownsville students work on a garden in Lincoln Park 
during last year’s Martin Luther King Day of Service.
Collegian File Photo
Urbiš piano concert  
Richard Urbiš, professor emeritus in 
the UT Brownsville Music Department, 
will perform in concert at 7:30 tonight 
in the Texas Southmost College Arts 
Center. Admission is $15 for adults, $10 
for senior citizens and children, and $5 
for students with ID.
Blood drive 
Student Health Services will sponsor 
a blood drive from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Thursday in the Student Union’s La 
Sala. Donors will be entered in drawings 
for Starbucks and Cinemark gift cards. 
For more information, call Secretary 
Beverly Estrada at 882-7643 or visit 
Cortez Hall 237.
ACT preparation course 
The Language Institute will offer an 
ACT preparation course from 6-9 
p.m. Tuesday and Thursday, beginning 
Jan. 13 and ending Feb. 5. For more 
information, call 882-4178 or email 
language.institute@utb.edu.
Math and Science Academy
The Mathematics and Science 
Academy will host information 
sessions for incoming high school 
students Saturday and Jan. 24, Feb. 
7, Feb. 21, March 21 and April 11. All 
sessions start at 10 a.m. in Main Building 
Room 2.112. For more information, email 
MSA Coordinator Camilla Montoya at 
camilla.montoya@utb.edu.   
Math tutors needed
The ASPIRE program seeks math 
tutors. Applicants must have a 
minimum cumulative and semester 
GPA of 3.0 or higher, completion of 45 
semester college credit hours, must be 
enrolled for the Spring 2015 semester, 
must be a U.S. citizen or legal resident and 
must possess excellent communication 
skills. Interested students can pick up an 
application in Cortez Hall 108 from 8 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. Monday through Wednesday 
and from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Thursday and 
Friday. For more information, call 882-
3804 or email virginia.ledesma1@utb.
edu.
Medical school applications
The UT Brownsville Office of Health 
Professions Careers is accepting 
applications for the Houston Assured 
Admission Program. The program 
allows undergraduate sophomores to 
interview and gain admission to the 
University of Texas Health Science 
Center at Houston Medical School. 
Students accepted for an interview 
will be invited to Houston to tour the 
medical school, meet with first-year 
medical students and interview with 
admissions committee members. 
Students may download the application 
at http://www.utb.edu/vpaa/csmt/
ohp/Pages/UTBHouston.aspx. For 
more information, contact Program 
Coordinator Cherie Gallardo at 882-
5059 or email cherie.gallardo@utb.edu. 
 --Compiled by Monica Gudiño
Dec. 2 
2 p.m.: University Police officers 
responded to a harassment report at the 
One Stop Shop in the Main Building. 
The student said a man started making 
inappropriate gestures to her and said it 
offended her. University Police patrolled 
the area but were unable to locate the 
suspect.
4:38 p.m.: A University Police officer 
responded to a hit-and-run accident in 
Lot A1. A student told the officer that 
she noticed damage to both passenger 
side doors of her vehicle. She said the 
vehicle did not have any damage when 
she arrived on campus at 8 a.m. 
Dec. 5 
10:18 a.m.: A staff member reported 
several books were missing from the 
Advising Department. The staff member 
said she and several faculty members 
provided personally owned books to 
construct a decoration for the holidays. 
Upon her return to the advising office, she 
observed the books were scattered across 
the floor. There is no record of the books 
being used. It is also unknown how many 
books were taken. The staff member was 
advised to contact University Police with 
any further information.
3:53 p.m.: A University Police officer 
was dispatched to the Casa Bella student 
housing complex parking after a student 
reported that while driving a university 
golf cart, she accidentally backed up 
and struck a parked vehicle. There was 
minor damage to the golf cart and the 
parked vehicle. The officer was unable to 
locate the owner of the vehicle and left a 
business card with the case number on 
the driver’s window.
Dec. 6 
9:09 a.m.: A University Police officer 
was dispatched to the Main Building in 
regard to a water leak. The officer noticed 
a puddle of water in front of Room 
2.510. A custodian and the Facilities 
Department were notified of the leak.
12:06 p.m.: A library staff member 
reported two students disturbing the 
area by making excessive noise. After 
they were advised by the staff member 
to keep the noise level low, the students 
used inappropriate language toward 
the staff member. He then advised 
the students to leave the area due to 
their conduct. The students refused to 
leave but eventually apologized and 
were allowed to stay. The staff member 
filed the report for documentation. A 
University Police officer told the students 
about the rules and policies of the library 
and consequences if they did not follow 
them. The Student Judicial Affairs 
Department was notified of the incident.
Dec. 8
2:49 p.m.: A University Police officer 
was dispatched to the Student Union to 
meet with a staff member regarding a lost 
set of university keys. The staff member 
said she lost the keys on Nov. 18 and the 
set also included five personal keys. The 
Key Services Department was notified of 
the incident.
Dec. 9 
12:40 a.m.: University Police were 
dispatched to Main Building Room 2.420 
in regard to a stolen projector. Officers 
observed a cut padlock that secured the 
projector to a pushcart. Officers were 
unable to recover evidence due to the 
scene being contaminated.
 8:51 a.m.: A door was found propped 
open in the Life and Health Sciences 
Building. A University Police guard 
said he found the door open with paper 
jammed into the latching mechanism. 
The officer requested a locksmith 
be dispatched to their location. The 
locksmith advised part of the mechanism 
was broken and was preventing the door 
from securing properly. He was able to 
repair it. 
9:19 a.m.:  A University Police officer 
responded to a vehicle collision that 
occurred in Lot B2. No injuries were 
reported. One driver was cited for 
backing her vehicle unsafely.
10:53 a.m.: University Police officers 
responded to a vehicle accident that 
occurred in Texas Southmost College 
parking Lot T. A woman told the officers 
there was no accident and that she was 
arguing with her ex-husband. The officers 
separated both parties to interview them. 
She said she was grabbed away by her 
ex-husband when her current boyfriend 
was arguing with him. The officers asked 
the woman if she was hurt and she 
replied no. The officers then requested 
that the dispatcher notify TSC security 
and the Brownsville Police Department 
since the incident occurred on the TSC 
campus. Brownsville Police officers and 
TSC security guards later took over the 
investigation.
3:17 p.m.: A faculty member reported 
that her university keys and access 
card were stolen when her vehicle was 
burglarized Dec. 1 at her residence. She 
told the officer a report had already 
been filed with the Brownsville Police 
Department. Key Services was notified of 
the stolen keys.
7:05 p.m.: A student reported that he 
could not locate his vehicle in a caliche lot 
on Jackson Street after he parked it there 
around 3 p.m. When he returned at 4:30 
p.m., his vehicle was missing. The officer 
patrolled the parking lots and perimeter 
of the campus in search for the vehicle 
but was unable to locate it. The officer 
then informed the student he needed to 
file a report with the Brownsville Police 
Department since the theft of the vehicle 
occurred off campus. 
--Compiled by Kaila Contreras 
15 Seconds:New Year’s Resolutions
“Mi meta para este año 
2015 sería graduarme y 




 “Well, so far it’s just to get through 
the semester. I’m taking a class 
that I messed up a couple times 
before. It’s University of Physics 2 
with [Associate Professor Soma] 
Mukherjee. She’s a really good 
professor but a really hard professor. 
I’ve goofed it up a few times and right 
now it’s a last time for all. After that, 
just me switching to math.”
July Flanakin
Math junior 
“Well, I actually have three new 
year’s resolutions. The first 
one would be to have a better 
relationship with God, so that 
would include reading the Bible 
a little bit more. The second one 
would be doing more charity work. 
Maybe going out and volunteering 
at the homeless shelters and the 
Brownsville Literacy Center.  I’ve 
been doing that as well. And the 
third one would be to get really 
good grades and scholarships.” 
Abigail Gaona 
Communication senior 
--Compiled by Michelle Espinoza
--Photos by Karina Aguirre
“I have two and I’m planning 
to finish those. The first one is 
reading the Bible in a year and 
the second one is getting good 
grades, meaning A- or higher. 
So, hopefully, I can get that 
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worry and were just happy to be among 
our large family. Christmas was different 
this year, but good nonetheless. 
The day after Christmas we were 
getting ready to come back home, but 
before we would even wake up our 
housekeeper, who had been out for the 
holidays and came back to the house that 
day in the morning, called us. She was 
screaming hysterically that someone had 
robbed our house. 
We threw everything in our suitcases 
without caring if they were neatly folded 
and threw everything in our truck and 
drove home. Those three hours on the 
road seemed endless. No one said a 
word. I think we were all thinking the 
same thing: If they left us with nothing, 
what will we do?
Finally, we got home; it looked as if a 
tornado had struck inside my house. We 
were all in shock. They broke down the 
front door, so we would need to get a 
new one. They didn’t take the TV, movies 
or perfumes, but they took all of our 
keepsake jewelry. They also took money 
and two laptop computers but we didn’t 
really care about that. 
After we saw the damage we started 
to put our house back in order, but we 
were all a little bit sad. My dad put wood 
planks across our broken door to hold it 
in place. 
Then my mom said something that 
seemed to comfort us a bit.
“It’s just material stuff. What matters 
is that we are safe and together,” she said.
I thought about that a lot, and she is 
right. In the end, that’s what matters.
After we die we can’t take anything, not 
even our body, so why do we give so much 
importance to everything we possess? 
When I told people about what 
happened they seemed to be angrier 
about the fact that they took my laptop 
than our jewelry. Yes, I am sad that 
they took my laptop but I can buy a new 
one. I can’t buy back my grandmother’s 
engagement ring. 
Nowadays, we have to really pay 
attention to what’s important in life 
and what really matters because all the 
material things are taking over us. We 
care more about taking a picture of our 
food for our Instagram account than 
actually eating it. Have you noticed that 
when you are hanging out with your 
friends they seem to be more interested 
in what’s on their phone than whatever it 
is that you are doing? 
We care more about what people think 
of us than what we think of ourselves. 
But, in reality, if you have a roof above 
your head, clothes to wear and food to eat, 
everything else is extra. Just think about 
it like this: If an item can be replaced, it’s 
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Estudiante de último año 
de justicia criminal 
My family 
and I spend 
every Christmas 
in Monterrey, 
Mexico, at my 
grandma’s house, 
so this year was no 
exception. We left 
our house without 
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UTB Feline DancersCLUB SPOTLIGHT
Name: UTB Feline Dancers
Purpose: To produce a fit and 
knowledgeable lifestyle with dance, to 
promote school spirit and to give back to 
the community. 
President: Jacqueline Sanchez
Vice President: Maria Pilar Ochoa 
Secretary: Vicky Sanchez 
Treasurer: Lizette Martinez  
Adviser: Jennifer McGehee-Valdez, 
marketing manager for the Office of the 
Vice President for Student Affairs
Activities: Performs at UTB and 
community events 
Meetings: To be announced 
Membership requirements: No 
dance experience needed, but preferred.
For more information, contact: 
jacqueline.sanchez112@utb.edu or vicky.
sanchez50@utb.edu 
 --Compiled by Monica Gudiño
 If you would like your club or student 
organization featured in Club Spotlight, 
email collegian@utb.edu .
Karina aguirre/Collegian
Members of the UTB Feline Dancers include (front row, from left) Yessenia Perez, Yoali Cardenas and President Jacqueline Sanchez. Back row: Edith Ruiz, 
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Brownsville Mayor Tony Martinez, 
City Manager Charlie Cabler, University 
of Texas System board of regents Chair 
Paul Foster and former UT System 
Chancellor Francisco Cigarroa have been 
added as defendants in the lawsuit over 
the conveyance of Lincoln Park to the UT 
System. 
After the motion for a temporary 
injunction on the conveyance of Lincoln 
Park was denied by state 138th District 
Judge Arturo Nelson on Nov. 20, 
plaintiffs Luis Saenz, Matthew Kendall 
and Lupita Moreno continue to fight 
for injunctive relief prohibiting the 
conveyance.
The case started on Nov. 7 when 
Cameron County District Attorney 
Luis Saenz and Assistant D.A. Matthew 
Kendall, acting as private citizens, sued 
UT Brownsville, the UT System and the 
City of Brownsville to stop the sale of 
Lincoln Park and requested a temporary 
injunction. A hearing on a temporary 
restraining order was set for Nov. 19 and 
Nelson denied the TRO the following 
day.
Before the hearing was held, Saenz and 
Kendall submitted an amended petition 
in which they added Lupita Moreno as a 
plaintiff on Nov. 17. This petition alleges 
that Brownsville City Commissioner 
Rose Gowen had a conflict of interest 
and, therefore, should not have voted 
in the matter. Gowen’s alleged conflict 
of interest—that she is a UT System 
employee--became one of the main 
points during the hearing held on Nov. 
19. 
On Dec. 12, UTB and the UT System 
submitted a brief, arguing that the 
plaintiffs’ claims are barred by the 
sovereign immunity of the UT System 
and UT Brownsville. The brief states: 
“If a trial court lacks subject- matter 
jurisdiction, it has no discretion and 
Mayor, 3 others added to Lincoln Park suit
No hearing or trial has been set
Oscar Castillo
THE COLLEGIAN
The Brownsville City Commission 
has reduced the number of community 
safe rooms it will build and approved 
a 12-month extension to complete 
construction of the facilities because of 
budget shortfalls. 
Four Federal Emergency Management 
Agency safe rooms originally were 
awarded to the City of Brownsville 
in 2012. Between 2012 and 2014, 
site selections and design plans were 
finalized. 
“We are a coastal region; we also 
recognize that the entire Cameron 
County didn’t have any community 
safe room domes, so [the city’s Office 
of Grant Management and Community 
Development], along with other entities, 
decided to submit applications so we can 
be awarded. So luckily, we were awarded 
four different subjects,” said Community 
Development Block Grant Program 
Manager Jose Francisco Perez. “FEMA 
will contribute 75 percent of funding 
and we would have a local share of 25 
percent. So this is why this was a great 
avenue to build this type of facilities 
because the city’s actual cost would not 
be as substantial as it would have been if 
we did it by ourselves.”
At  the request of Marina Zolezzi, 
director of the  Office of Grant 
Management and Community 
Development, the commission approved 
canceling two of the community safe 
rooms that were to be built in the 
UT Brownsville Professor Emeritus 
Richard Urbiš will perform in concert 
at 7:30 tonight in the Texas Southmost 
College Arts Center.
The pianist and composer will 
perform selections from Chopin, Liszt 
and Czech composers Dvořak, Dušek 
and Smetana. 
Urbiš has degrees from the Juilliard 
School of Music and is an internationally 
renowned pianist-composer. He has 
performed worldwide and competed 
in the Tchaikovsky Competition, the 
Beethoven Competition and the New 
York Chopin Association Competition. 
 Admission is $15 for adults, $10 for 
senior citizens and children, and $5 for 
students with ID.
Art exhibit
“Hybrid Colonies,” an exhibit by UT 
Brownsville graduate Yareth Fernandez, 
will open with a reception at 6 p.m. 
Tuesday in the Art Gallery at Rusteberg 
Hall.
Estela Von Hatten (shown holding plaque) is recognized for 16 years of service as city secretary 
during Tuesday’s Brownsville City Commission meeting. Also shown (from left) are her sister, 
Carmela Caquias; great nephew, Benjamin Rodriguez; her husband, Joseph Von Hatten; her sisters, 
Lydia Rodriguez and  Sylvia Gomez;  her great nephew, Antonio Rodriguez; and her nieces, Ninha 
Caquias and Miranda Caquias. 
héctor aguilar/Collegian
FEMA safe rooms to open in Summer 2016
Construction delay due to budget shortfall
Urbiš to perform tonight
Brownsville Sports Park and Central 
Library. Funds for those safe rooms will 
be reallocated to the Southmost Public 
Library Dome and the Brownsville Sports 
Park Dome. 
The Southmost Public Library Dome 
and the Brownsville Sports Park Dome 
each had a $1.8 million shortfall due to 
delays.
“There were a lot of different challenges, 
a lot of different variables from when 
we were awarded to site selection to 
the approval of the design plans,” Perez 
said. “This is the first time that we’ve 
ever submitted this type of plans, so 
going back and forth with the state and 
receiving approval of the plans, that took 
a good amount of time. Once we were 
able to finalize the plans we were able to 
move into our procurement process. The 
last thing would be the project cost itself 
came in so much more than anticipated; 
we had to work with the state in order to 
get that funding secure if possible.”
The safe rooms can withstand winds 
of up to 150 mph, he said, and can 
accommodate 800 to 1,000 people.
“The Brownsville Sports Park Dome 
would be more of a community center, 
like a gymnasium, and the [Southmost 
Public Library Dome] would be more of 
a learning center.”
Each facility will have about 23,000 
square feet of space, and construction is 
expected to begin in two to three months. 
The safe rooms will be ready for use by 
the summer of 2016 or early fall at the 
latest. 
Earlier in the meeting, the commission 
recognized City Secretary Estela Von 
Hatten, who is retiring from her position. 
“Sixteen years have quickly flown by 
while attending a fantastic assignment,” 
Von Hatten told the commission. “There 
was never a dull moment.”
In other business, the commission 
approved the purchase of the property 
at 1045 E. Washington St. in the amount 
of $55,000. Assistant City Attorney 
John Chosy told The Collegian the city 
is buying the property to improve the 
drainage for the buildings the city owns 
on 11th Street. The city will honor the 




must dismiss the case.” 
The City of Brownsville submitted its 
brief on Dec. 15, arguing that the city 
has sovereign immunity from suit and 
that it has governmental immunity from 
plaintiffs’ injunction claims for future 
wrongful expenditure of public funds. 
The plaintiffs submitted their second 
amended petition on Dec. 15, adding 
Martinez, Cabler, Foster and Cigarroa 
as defendants. The plaintiffs’ response 
to defendants’ briefs states that 
“the Plaintiffs must sue the relevant 
government officials in their official 
capacities in order to obtain injunctive 
relief.” With this new amended petition, 
the plaintiffs are no longer pursuing an 
Open Meetings Act claim against the 
UT System and are removing all claims 
against UT Brownsville. 
Two days later, the UT System 
submitted a request to be dismissed from 
the lawsuit. No response to their request 
has been submitted. 
On Jan. 5, Martinez and Cabler 
responded to the lawsuit, denying all 
allegations and claims made by the 
plaintiffs. UT System submitted its first 
amended answer on Jan. 9, denying 
all allegations made by the plaintiffs 
in their second amended petition. The 
UT System’s answer states: “William 
H. McRaven is the Chancellor of 
the University of Texas System and 
substitutes in his official capacity for 
his predecessor, Dr. Francisco Cigarroa, 
who was cited and served with plaintiffs’ 
second amended petition.” 
Contacted last Thursday, Martinez said 
he had no comment on the suit. Saenz 
also declined to comment.
The Collegian tried contacting Michael 
Cowen, lawyer for the plaintiffs; Mark 
Sossi, lawyer for the city, Martinez and 
Cabler; Bill Deane, lawyer for the UT 
System; and Cigarroa several times 
through email and phone but there was 
no response. 
Yareth Fernandez art show opens Tuesday
Michelle N. Garcia
THE COLLEGIAN
The show’s content will include 
mixed-media drawings, mixed-media 
panels and wall installations. Fernandez 
uses a wide range of materials such as 
ink pens, markers, fabrics and paper 
straws.
Fernandez received a bachelor of arts 
degree from the University of Texas 
at Brownsville and Texas Southmost 
College in 2009 and a master’s in fine 
arts from Michigan State University in 
2012. 
She first showed interest in art during 
high school. 
“I was a very shy person and 
found a different form of speaking/
communicating through art,” Fernandez 
told The Collegian in an interview 
Thursday.
“What I hope students gather from 
the exhibit is a different perception of 
drawing,” she said via email. “Drawing 
as a thinking process, drawing in 
between, and what drawing can be as a 
final state. A drawing can be made out of 
any material.” 
Admission to the exhibit is $1. 
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